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7-0 Joun V. 35s 

He was a burning and a ſhining 
light, and ye were willing 
for à ſeaſon to rejoice in his 


light. 
PF HEN the great God, in whoſe 
/ hand is our life and breath, is 
by ns to, call home any of Led 
| his uſeful and faithful ſervants, 
it is natural for us to confider how great a 
loſs we have ſuſtained, and, in order there- 
unto, to call to mind what he was whoſe 
labours we are deprived of. This our Sa-- 
viour did, when he gave an honourable 
character of Jobn the Baptiſt, whom he re- 
preſents, 'as one that had born a teſtimony td 
the truth © which was indeed the great de- 
ſign of his miniſtry ; and, in our text, he 
adds concerning him, He was a burning and 
u ſbining Light. F-, AY ; 1 : | 3 ic 5 2 
'Tis uncertain whether Jobn vas how 
alive dr hõ; Some think that theſe worde 


ve 35. = L. Wo | | 
5 4 were 


4 A Sarmow bs the Death of 
Were ſpoken after his death; but all agree 


hey were after his impriſonment, When 
dt. bela ſeem'd te eat an end. The 
character given him is great, yet ſuch as he 
certainly deſerved, if ever an) in the 
world: did: He is ſtiled & Light *. T, 
word here | uſed is leſs emphacital 444 
that Which is elſewhere; apply d to our Sa- 
viour, and therefore it is ſaid concerning 
him, He was not dbat Vight*. He was not 
the ſun of righteouſneſs, as Chriſt was, who 
was to ariſe with healing in his wings, but 
þ like the morning: ſtar that went hefore it; 
OF as it is elſewere faid, be was to go beforr 
the face of the Lord, to 1 his. ways; 
and he might be well ſtiled 2 Light, inaſ- 
much as he Was 7o give Znvwleage, of ſalva- 
tion unt huis people, that is, the knowledge 
of chat ſalvation which Chriſt was come to 
procure for them... , | 
Moreover, he is called a burning Light, 
that is, one who was full of love to God, 
| and zeal for his glory and intereſt ; and a 
 ſhimnrg Light, that is, one whoſe converſa- 
tion recommended his profeſſion, or one 
whoſe uſefulneſs was very extenſive in pub- 
liſhing the goſpel. 
Tis farther added, 77 were willing for a 
ſegſen to rejaice in bis light; which either 


> AdyG@), Lucerne, John i, & T2965 Lake 
i. 76. 1 Ver. 77. * 


ſigni- 


the Reverend: Mr. Hunn ton. 3 
fignifies, chat they were ſavourd wich his 
winiftry but for à little while; for this 
light was to be extinguiſh'd ſoon after Chriſt's 
publick appearance in the world, that he 
might not give occaſion to any to conclude 
that be was u ſharer with him in his work 
of glory: or elſe the words may he under- 
d as containing a tacit reproof, intima- 
ting, that when Jeb came at firſt preach» 
ing and baprizing, rejoiced in his mi- 
niſtry, to wit, while they thought that he 
_ was giving them notice of a glorious King, 

that ' ſhould procure for chem thoſe ſecular 
advantages which they to attend 
his kingdom; but when the Mefflah ap- 
peared in a low condition, and diſcover d 
that his kingdom was not of this world, as 
they were offended in him, ſo Johns mini- 
ſtry, from that time, was contemn'd and 
diſregarded by them. 119 

The words being thus briefly explain d, 
we ſhall endeavour to conſider them in this 
method. 

| 


I. As they immediately reſpet John the 
Baptiſt, and his miniſtry, together 
with the conſequences thereof, with 

reſpect to his hearers. 

II. As they contain a juſt Idea of a goſpel- 

miniſter in general, relating to his 

character, his qualifications, and the 
ſeaſoh of his uſefulneſ And then, 


III. We 


6 A SzrmoN on the Death of 
III. We ſhall. apply this to the preſent 
melancholy occaſion of our meeting 

"£1 together. | 20 C 317211 


I. We ſhall confider the words, as they 
more immediately reſpect Fohn the Baptiſt 
in the exerciſe of his miniſtry, who is deſcri- 
bed as 4 burning and a ſhining light. God 
called him to a very great work, to be, as it 
were, an herald, to proclaim the appearing 
of the great Meſſiah; and he was admirably 
well qualify'd for this ſervice; as appears 
from his character as laid down in ſcripture: 
1. He is ſtiled @ prophet f, and therefore, 
in this reſpect, he appeared with great ad- 
| 


r "Ix I 7 * 
_- 


vantage; fince the people could not but en- 
tertain his miniſtry with ſome pleaſure, in- 
aſmuch as the Spirit of prophecy 5, which 
had been loſt for ſome ages, ſince the pro- 
phet Malachi's time, was now reviv'd. 
| . . 

That he was a prophet, is evident, from 
what is ſaid by the evangeliſt Luke, that 
the word of God came to him; which is the 
ſame mode of expreſſion that is uſed to denote 


x 


f Luke vii, 26. n . 
4 We ſuppoſe the Spirit of prophecy loſt from Malachi's 
| tine; though o/epbus ſpeaks of ſome perſons who oceaſional- 
ly had a prophetick intimation of things by a: voice from hea- 
ven, Vid. Antig. Lib. XIII. cap. 18. or predicted ſome particu- 
lar occurrences, which came to paſs accordingly, Vid. ejaſd. 
Liub. XI. cap. 8, & Lib. XV. cap. 13. However theſe, and ſuch- 
like occaſional inſtances, did not induce the Feeys to conclude 
that the Spirit of prophecy was then reviv'd ; nor had theſe 
perſons the character of prophets, Eh | 
8 Chap. iii. 2. l the 
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the Reverend Mr. Huxr1on. 7 
the commiſſion given to other prophets; 
particularly to Feremiah and Ezekzel ©; and 
he ſays, concerning himſelf, - that Gog 
ent him to baptize with water *, and gave 
him an intimation that Chriſt, whoſe meſ- 
ſenger he was, ſhould be fully evinced t 
be'the Son of God, by the Spirir's aſcending 
and deſcending upon him, and his confer- 
ing on his people the gifts and graces of the 

Holy Spirit, which is call'd baptizing with 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and all this eame to paſs 
accordingly, ' O WI9ETE(S beg 
What way God took to give conviction 
to the world that John was endowed with 
the Spirit of prophecy, cannot eaſily be de- 
termined, eſpecially ſince it is ſaid, that he 
did no miracle, as ſome other prophets be- 
fore had done, to confirm their miſſion; 
and the waiting for the accompliſhment” of 
any thing he might predict, would not give 
them a ſufficient conviction as to this mat- 
ter for the preſent: But What way ſoever 
the people came to the knowledge hereof, 
tis expreſsly ſaid, that all men counted John 
that be was a prophet indeed ® : And our Sa- 
viour, ſpeaking concerning him, not only 
gives him the honour of a prophet, bur ſays, 
that he was more than a prophet * ; a greater 
prophet than any that went before him, be- 
cauſe they only foretold the coming of 
Chriſt, whereas John declar'd that he was 


, Jer, i. 2. Exek. i. 2, * John i. 33. 1 Chap. 
X, 41. m Maik Ei. 32» Matt. xi, 9. 
| actually 
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actually come, and would ſoon ar, pub- 
Jakly ag hem yet be 20k. e has 
is keaſt in the kingdom of heaven, where he 


has reference to the apoſtles, or thoſe that 
Mould exerciſe. their miniſtry after Chriſt's 
aſcenſion into heaven, ſhould be greater 
than be; for they were to declare Chriſt to 
have finiſh'd' his work, whereas the former 
were only to fignify that he would, or was 
actually engaged in it ; by which expreffion 
our Saviour does not ſo much reſpect the 

rſonal character of the prophets, whom 
= compares together, as the ſubjet-marter 


of cheir prophecy... Thus having conſider'd 


Jobus general character as @ pr 
may farther obſerve, , ___ 
2. That in che diſcharge of his miniſtry 
he ſhun d all applauſe, or ſecular advantages 
that the world might confer on, or preſent 
to him: Thus our Saviour ſays concernin 
him, Did you go out into the wildern 
to ſee a mas elaathed in ſoft rai ment? or in 
gorgeous afparel, like thoſe that Ii us delicate: 
ly, and are in kings:courts 1 Jahn ne vor 
affectod this way of living ; and therefore it 
is elſeyrhere ohſerxed, that be. bad bis rai- 
ment of camels hair, and a leathetrn girdle 
about his logns, au bis meat was 2 | 
wild honey v, ſuch food as the wilderneſs 
afforded him, or thoſe villages. that were fi- 


„ we 


mate in it, which were the places of his 


1 Matt, xi. 11. . Luke vil, 25. : 2 Mare, kl” 4 8 
\ reſi- 
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the Reverend Mr. HunRIOx. 9 
reſidence ;' for he did not chooſe-to live in 
great cities, but the people came from them 
into the wilderneſs to attend on his miniſtry, 
hearing the fame of a great prophet, raiſed 
up and ſent to deliver an extraordinary meſ- 
ſage from God. This was that. which 
gain'd him the eſteem of the people, ſo long 
as they were willing to rejoice in his light, 
without any advantage CY the leaſt 
external pomp and grandeur, which, in 
the whole courſe of his mituſtry, he ſtu. 
diouſly ayoided. nh ode | 
3. He was a man of great faithfulneſs 


and integrity; was not in the leaſt diſpoſed 


to diſſemble with, or flatter the greateſt 
men on earth. And this was agreeable to 
what was foretold concerning him, that he 
ſhould come in theSprrit and power of Elias ; 


and of all the prophets under the Old Te- 


ſtament- diſpenſation, none were more faith- 
ful than him ; he did no more ſpare Ahab 
and Fezabel, than he would do the meaneſt 
ſubje& in their dominions, when they re- 
bel'd againſt, and revolted from their God : 


So Jobn the Baptiſt was a ſecond Elias; 
one whoſe character agreed with his, in chat 


he knew not how to. give place to any one 
out of favour or affection, nor to ſpare, or 


neglect to reprove, thoſe who were men of 


figure in the world, becauſe of their condis 
tion and circumſtances therein. 


N 4 Luke i. 17. | 
B | This 
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This was evident, from the manner of 
his addreſs to thoſe who attended on his 
miniſtry : It is aid, that when the multi- 
tude came forth to be baptized of him, he 
was ſo far from paſſing over, or palliatin 

thoſe crimes which they had been guilty of, 
or paying a deference to them for their 
feeming zeal in attending on his miniſtry, 
that he gives them no better a character 
than that of 4 generation of vipers, enquiri 

who had warned them to, flee from the ur 

to come. This was what they juſtly deſer- 
ved ; for both they and their fathers had 
| + oye. the prophets, and, as one oh- 
erves, appeared to be no. other than the 
ſeed of the ſerpent r Thus Luke repreſents, 1 
him, as ſpeaking to the multitude ; but 
Matthew ſays, it was particularly addreſs d 
to the Phariſees and, Sadducees © ; which ei- 
ther argues that there was a very great num- 
ber of them that attended on his miniſtry, z 
or, at leaſt, while he conſiders the multitude 


The word yerriudla is in the plural number, and there- 
fare ſignifies that they were of the ſame temper with their 
Fathers, See Lightfoot, Harm. &c. Fol. I. pag. 458, 459. 
And our Saviour occaſionally ſtiles them ſerpents, and 4 gene- 
ration of wipers; and adds, Hocu can ye eſcape the damnation of 
bell? And, in Matt. xxiii, 3 135. ſpeaking concerning their 
ſeorrging and perſecuting the prophets and wiſe men that were 
ſent wnto them, tells them, that all the righteous blood, that 
their fathers, who were of the ſame remper with them, had 
ſhed, Sold come upon them ; which not only explains what is 
meant by the character which is given them, of 4 generation 
of vipers, but ſuthcicatly accounts for the reaſon of its being 
put in the plural number, 


in 
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in general, as liable to this charge, he re- 
proves the Phariſees and Saddurtes, as per- 
ſons who were tnoſt guilty, And herein he 
regards not the pretenſions to learning and 
piety in the one, whereby they gained an 
univerſal eſteem atnongſt the people, nor 
the figure that the other made in the 
world, though without the like pretenſſons 
thereunto: But when he ſays, bv bath 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
'tis probable he does not hereby intend that 
they had an immediate deſign in attending 
on his miniſtry, to eſcape the judgments that 
would befall that generation; for they had 
no notion of the utter ruin of their ſtate and 
nation, which would enſue upon thelr re- 
jecting the Meſſiah: But Jobs ſeems to in- 
timate this; and therefore tells them, that; 
by that readinefs which they then exprefs'd 
to receive him, they acted as though they 
defired to prevent thoſe judgments, that 
wrath might not come upon that nation; 
nevertheleſs, fays he, though you act as 
though you had been warn d to flee from 
the wrath to come, this will be to no pur- 
poſe, unleſs you bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance. 3585 
And, as a farther inſtance of his faichful- 
neſs, he touches them in the moſt render 
part, and overthrows their vain boaſt and 
great expectations from their being the ſeed 


of Abraham, when he ſays, Think net to ſay 
B 2 We 
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we have Abraham for our father '*, which 
he could not but ſuppoſe would exaſperate 
them to the laſt degree; however, this he 
values not, but proceeds to tell them, that 
God was able 4 theſe tones to raiſe up chil- 
dren unto Abrabam; and when they dream'd 
of nothing but earthly felicity, he tells them, 
The ax was laid to the root of the tree; in- 
timating, that God would bring thoſe judg- | 
ments upon his people, that they ſhould be 
like a tree, cut down from the very root, if 
they continued in a ſtare of impenitency | 
and unbelief; and he ſpeaks alſo of the 
Meſſiah, ag having his fan in his hand, 
and that be would throughly purge his floor ; 
denoting, that when the Fewz:/b nation was 
diſpers d and ſcatter'd, as the chaff is driven 
away by the wind, yet there ſhould | be 
a remnant according to the election of grace, 
- which God would have a peculiar regard 
to, whom he would gather like wheat into 
his garner, This could not but be very dif. 
agreeable doctrine ;. nevertheleſs, he did not 
ſhun to declare it to them, which was an 
uncommon inſtance of faithfulneſs in the 
diſcharge of the important work which be 
was engaged in. 

4. He was a perſon of very great humi- 
lity, and far from uſurping any branch of 


Chriſt's glory: He * the n oppor- 


t Matt, iii, 9, 10, 12. 
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tunity in the world to have impoſed him- 
ſelf as the Meſſiah; for it is plain the Jeus 
were inclined, at firſt, to believe that he 
was ſo, as appears from the meſſag e he re- 
ceived from the Sanbedrim, who [one Prieſts 


and Levites from Jeruſalem, t a him who 


art thou" ? In anſwer whereunto it is ſaid, 
He confeſſed and denied_not, but confeſſed 1 


am not the Chriſt : It is with good reaſon 


that the Holy Ghoſt uſes this way of ſpeak- 
ing; if you call it a tautology, it is a very 
beautiful one; He confeſſed and denied not, 
but confeſſed I am nat the Chriſt. There are 
ſeveral words uſed to ſhew that John was 
very zealous in aſſerting that he was not the 
Chriſt, and that he would not give them 
the leaſt umbrage. or ground to conclude - 
that he thought himſelf to be the Meſſiah. 
And, upon another occaſion, when John's 
diſciples ſeem'd to envy Chriſt that eſteem 
which he then had in the world, and com- 
plain to this effect; He to whom thou beareſt 
witneſs, behold the ſame baptizeth, and all 
men come to him; the reply he makes to 
them is an argument of his great humility : 
& I told you before (ſays he) that I am not 
« the Chriſt, and I tell you now that he is 
« the Meſſiah ; he has a right to the 
church; he is the. Bridegroom thereof : 
* As for me, I am only his Friend, who 
« rejoice to bear his voice; am ready, 


| v Joha i i. 19, 20. "8 Chap. i iii. 26, * Ver. 29. 
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14 A Sxnuom on the Death of 
« with pleaſure, to receive that goſpel which 
'& he came to publiſh. You ſeem to be diſ- 
e pleaſed that he is ſo popular, and that 1 
« begin to loſe that reputation which I 
« have had among the uncertain multitude. 
« This (fays he) I not only ſubmir to, but 
« it is abſolutely neceſſary that ir ſhould be 
« ſo; He muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe v. 
It is neceſſary that his glory ſhould be 
& proclaimed; and his name advanced; there. 
« fore J am not only eaſy, bur rejoice, that 
« all the honour I have, ſhould be laid at 
ce his feet. And, concerning him, he 
more than once ſays, The latchet of his 
Does J am not worthy to untooſe * : at a 
noble teſtimony does he give; and with what 
humility does he decline all opportunities 
of uſurping his honour, whoſe fore-runner 
he was ? And to this we may add, 

5. That he diſcharged his miniſtry with 
the greateſt ſtedfaſtneſs. Thus our Saviour 
ſays concerning him, Did ye £0 out to fer a 
reed ſhaken with the wind? Did you ſee in 
him a man apt to change his ſentiments of 
perſons or things? Did he at one time de- 
ſtroy what at another he pretended to build 
up? No, he was not a man of that temper; 
neither was he lifted up with popular ap- 
plauſe at one time, nor depreſs'd or tempred 
to decline his duty, by reproach or perſecu- 


y John iii. 30. „ Marki. 7. Luke iii, 16. * Chap. 


vii. 24. 


tion, 
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tion, at. another ; but was always pur 

the ſame deſign, whatever might be the 
ences of it; uponall which accounts 
it may well be ſaid, concerning him, He 
was a burning —＋ IE Lale. Thus 


concerning Jaba's char 
We now proceed to conſider what is ſaid 


concerning them that attended on his mini- 
ſtry, to whom our Saviour fays, Fe were 
willing far a ſeaſon to rejoice tm bis light. 
The time of Tabus exereiſing his miniſtry 
was very ſhort, as may be inferd from the 
zalpel-hiſtory relating to him: He fet out 
in his work about halt a year before our Sa- 
viour enter d on his miniſtry*, and for about 
a year and an half after Chriſt's baptiſm and 
publick appearance in the world, while he 
went about doing good, and confirming his 
miſſion by miracles, ob: continued preach- 
ing and baptizing till he was caſt into pri- 
ſon, wherein he was detained for about a 
year and an half, and was cut off by Herod, 
a little above a year before our Saviour, and 
therefore the world enjoy'd his miniſtry but 


for a ſeaſon. 


As for the people's behayiqur towards 


him, which is principally intended in this 
expreſſion. The delight and pleaſure 
they took in his miniſtry, ſeems to have 
continued but a little abave the firſt half 
year thereof, while our Saviour was not 


d See Lightfort, Harm, &c. Vol. I. p. 208, 209. 
| pub- 
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publickly known in the world, but expect- 
ed by them. While Fob did only inform 
them that the Meſſiah ſhould be ſhortly 
manifeſted to them, that is, before his pub- 
lick baptiſm, tis not to be wonder'd that 
they expreſs d the greateſt pleaſure in hear- 
ing this doctrine, inaſmuch as they were 
very ſenſible of that yoke that was laid on 
them from the time that they were made 
tributary to the Roman empire, having not 
only loſt the ſceptre, but, in a manner, the 
law-giver; the Sanbedrim, ſlain by Herod; 
the high prieſtl. ood confer'd by that arbitrary 
tyrant, as Foſephus © obſerves, either by fa- 
vour or bribery on perſons that were alto- 


* 

© Herod's reign, which was lang and grievous, was a conſtant 
ſeries of tyranny and oppreſſion : He began it with the mur- 
der of the Sanbearim, [See poſeph. Antig. Lib. XIV. » 17.] 
and towards the end of it he flew the infants of Bethſebem, 
[Matt ii.] and at his death he order'd, that the chief of the 
nobility ſhould be ſlain that the uaiverſal rejoicing which he 
expected there would then enſue, might be allay d, by their 
loling the flower of the nation, (See Antig Lib. XVII. cap. 8.] 
And as to his advancing to and depoſing from the high prieſt- 
| hood, diſqualify d perſons at pleaſure, this poſephus alſo men- 
tions, which occaſioned a great many of them to ſucceed one 
another, while their predeceſſors were living, in a ſhort ſpare 
of time, [See Lightfoor on the ſucceſſion of the High Prieſts, 
cap. 4. f 3. Vol. I. p 910.) And this gives ſome light to 


what we often meet with in the goſpels, concerning ſeveral 


perſons who were called chief Prieffs at the ſame time; and 
theſe inſtances of tyranny, as well as the many barbarities he 
exerciſed, under a pretence of their being diſpoſed ro make 
inſurre&ions, and refuſing to pay tribute to Ceſar, and ſeveral 


other inſtances of their ſervitude ro the Roman empire, could 


not but make them uneaſy, and deſire to be deliver'd from it 
by the Meſſiah, whom they expected to come with that 


delign, - 
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gether diſqualified for it by the laws of God, 
and theſe he depoſed at pleaſure, to make 
room for any new favourite that could 
make an intereſt to obtain that honourable 
and important office. Now when the Jews 
firſt heard of the Meſſiah's appearing, they 
expected a very great turn of affairs; and not 
only to be deliver'd from thoſe burdens that 
were laid on them, as to their ſecular con- 
cerns; but to be advanced to great honours 
under him, whoſe kingdom they appre- 
hended to be of this world. 

And, beſides this, it is certain they were 
at that time in univerſal expectation of the 
Meſſiah's coming. The Sanhedrim, as is 
plain from the goſpel-hiſtory 4, very juſtly 
infer d it from what was foretold concerning 
this matter by the prophets, and particular- 
ly the prophet Daniel, who fixes the exact 
number of years in a myſtical way, and 
calls them ſeventy weeks *, after which 
the Meffiah ſhould appear to fini/h tranſ- 
greſſion, make an end of fin, and bring in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs. And, indeed, it was 
a very eaſy matter for any one, who pre- 
tended himſelf to be the Meffiah, to gain 


multitudes after him f; which would have 
been 


4 Matt. ii. I. Dan. ix. 24, & eq. 

f This is not only evident from ſcripture, particularly our 
Saviour's words, in ohn x. 8. All that ever came before me, 
are thieves and robbers ; and what is ſaid elſewhere, in A#s 
v. 36, 37. concerning Theudas and Judas of Galilee, to chm 
a number of men, about four bundred, joined themſelves : — 

, GC BR 


16 A Sermon. on the Death of 
publickly known in the world, but expect- 
ed by them. While John did only inform 
them that the Meſſiah ſhould be ſhortly 
manifeſted to them, that is, before his pub- 
lick baptiſm, tis not to be wonder'd that 


they expreſs d the greateſt pleaſure in hear- | 
ing this doctrine, inaſmuch as they were 


very ſenſible of that yoke that was laid on 
them from the time that they were made 


tributary to the Raman empire, having not 


only loſt the ſceptre, but, in a manner, the 
law-giver; the Sanbedrim, ſlain by Herod; 
the high prieſtl. ood confer'd by that arbitrary 
tyrant, as Foſephus © obſerves, either by fa- 
vour or bribery on perſons that were alto- 


* 

© Herod's reign, which was lang and grievous, was a conſtant 
ſeries of tyranny and oppreſſion : He began it with the mur- 
der of the Sanbedrim, [See goſeph. Antiq. Lib. XIV. - 17.] 
and towards the end of it he flew the infants of Bethlebem, 
[Matt. ii.] and at his death he order'd; that the chief of the 
nobility ſhould be ſlain that the uaiverſal repicing which he 
expected there would then enſue, might be allay'd, by their 
loling the flower of the nation, (See Antiq. Lib. XVII. cap. 8.] 
And as to his advancing to and depoſing from the high prieſt- 


' hood, diſqualify'd perſons at pleaſure, this Foſephius alſo men- 


tions, which occaſioned a great many of them to ſucceed one 
another, while their predeceſſors were living, in a ſhort ſpare 
of time, [See Lightfoot on the ſucceſſion of the High Prieſts, 
cap. 4. G 3. Vol. I. P 910. And this gives ſome light to, 


what we often meet with in the goſpels, concerning ſeveral 


perſons who were called chief Priefts at the ſame time; and 
theſe inſtances of tyranny, as well as the many barbarities he 
exerciſed, under a preteace of their being diſpoſed ro make 
inſurre&ions, and refuſing to pay tribute to Ceſar, and ſeveral 


other inſtances of their ſervitude ro the Roman empire, could 


not but make them uneaſy, and deſire to be deliver'd from it 
by the Meſſiah, whom they expected to come with that 


delign, - | 
gether 
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gether diſqualified for it by the laws of God, 
and theſe he depoſed at pleaſure, to make 
room for any new favourite that could 
make an intereſt to obtain that honourable 
and important office. Now when the Fews 
firſt heard of the Meſſiah's appearing, they 
expected a very great turn of affairs; and not 
only to be deliver'd from thoſe burdens that 
were laid on them, as to their ſecular con- 
cerns ; but to be advanced to great honours 
under him, whoſe kingdom they appre- 
hended to be of this world. 

And, beſides this, it is certain they were 


at that time in univerſal expectation of the 


Meſſiah's coming. The Sanhedrim, as is 
plain from the goſpel-hiſtory , very juſtly 
infer d it from what was foretold concerning 
this matter by the prophets, and particular- 
ly the prophet Daniel, who fixes the exact 
number of years in a myſtical way, and 
calls them ſeventy weeks *, after which 
the Meffiah ſhould appear to finiſh tranſ- 
greſſion, make an end of fin, and bring in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs. And, indeed, it was 
a very eaſy matter for any one, who pre- 
tended himſelf to be the Meffiah, to gain 


ps been 


4 Matt. ii. 1. Dan. ix. 24, & ſeg. 

* This is not only evident from ſcripture, particularly our 
Saviour's words, in bn x. 8. All that ever came before me, 
are thieves and robbers ; and what is ſaid elſewhere, in A#s 
v. 36, 37. concerning Theudas and Judas of Galilee, to eobom 
a number of men, about four hundred, joined themſelves : — 
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been altogether impracticable, had they not 
at that time been in expectation of the Meſ- 
ſiah, which was ſo univerſally received a- 
mongſt them, that it was impoſſible for it 
to remain a ſecret; and — the Hea- 
then themſelves were apprehenſive of it, as 
appears from ſome hints which we have in 


their writings; namely, that the Fews were 


at that time in expectation of one Who 
would make a turn in the Roman empire ?; 
and therefore the Governor look'd with an 
evil eye upon them. And the Jewiſb hi- 
ſtor ian ſuppoſes that this was the principal 
occaſion of Herod's impriſoning John the 


Baptiſt, becauſe he was jealous that he, be- 


ing a popular man, who had multitudes ad- 
her ing to him, would make ſome turn in 
the affairs of the civil government; ſo that 
you may eaſily underſtand what is meant by 
their being willing to rejoice in his light; 
they were glad at firſt to hear the doctrine | 
of the Meſſiah: but this was but oor 's ea-| 

ended in 
Chriſt, but John began to loſe his eſteem a- 
mongſt them, though, tis true, there were 
ſome who adhered to him as long as he 
lived, and afterwards they did not care to 


ſon; for they were no ſooner o 


from the account which goſethus gives us, /. Antig. 
Lib. XVII. cap. 12. and Lib. XX. cap. 2. & alibi paſſim, of 
the various inſurrections that happen'd about that time by 
ſome who drew multicudes after them, pretending that they | 


were the Meſſiah, 
vnd. Sueton. in Veſpaſ, & Tacit. Hiſtor. Lib, V. 
0 Vid, l. Ant. Lib. XVIII. cap. 7. 


hear 
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hear him ſpoken againſt in a publick man- 
ner; for they had a teſtimony in their own 
conſciences that he was a man of uncommon 


4 excellency, and all, that is, the greateſt 


part of them, accounted bim as a prophet *, 


And even Herod, his murderer, was ſtruck 
J with ſuch a panick fear, when he heard of 
che miracles wrought by our Saviour, ſup- 
poſing him to be John the Baptiſt, riſen 
from the dead, that his conſcience ſeemed 
n to make him uneaſy with a ſenſe. of the 

J guilt which he had contracted by his mur- 
der *; yet he and the generality of the peo- 
ple being given up to judicial blindneſs, 


wore of the ſenſe of it; and John's miniſtry, 


1 as well as their regard to Chriſt, who was 
¶ the great ſubje& thereof, expired together; 
ſo that they rejoiced in it but for a ſeaſon. 
This leads us, 


II. To conſider the words, as they give 


Ius a juſt Idea of a goſpel-miniſter, his cha- 
J racer, his qualifications, and the various 
inſtances of his being favour'd with, or de- 


nied ſucceſs. Such an one ought to be a burn- 
ing and a ſhining light, to have a great love 
to God, to Chriſt, and his goſpel, and a 
zeal for his glory, ſhould endeavour, to the 
utmoſt of his power, to propagate and ſpread 
the knowledge of Chriſf, in the ſtation in 


| Mark xi, 32. * Mag xiv. 2. 
C 2 which 
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which providence has pleaſed to fix him. 
Now in conſidering this character, we 
may obſerve the various ſteps in which they ; 
ought to proceed, who defire to be faithful, | 
or approv'd and eſteem'd as burning and 
ſhining lights. R 4 
1. They ought to conſider the perſonal | 
obligations they are under to love Chriſt, ? 
and to act for his intereſt and glory. The 
grace of God, when it renders a perſon a 
faithful miniſter, firſt reaches his heart, 
and makes him ſenfible of his perſonal obli- 
gations to th2 bleſſed Jeſus : When there- 
fore God is furniſhing, or training up any 
one for this important ſervice, and deſigns 
in his own, time to call him to it, he im- 
preſſes on his ſoul a ſenſe of redeeming love, | 
makes him partaker of that grace which is | 
diſcriminating, that works a change in all | 
the powers and faculties of his ſoul; ſo that | 
he taſtes what it is to have fellowſhip with 
the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, | 
whereby he is qualified to declare not only 
what is contain'd in the word, but what is 
matter of his own experience. b 
2. He is impreſs'd with a due ſenſe of | 
the obligations he is laid under to endea- 
vour to promote Chriſt's intereſt. in the 
world, which he accounts the moſt uſe- 
ful, important, and honourable ſervice that | 
he can be employ'd in ; the moſt valuable 
end of life, and the beſt return of Po 
Gael * 
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that he can make for that grace which he 
hasreceived from him. And purſuant here- 
unto, 

3. He gives up himſelf entirely, and with- 
out reſerve to be his ſervant. Lord (ſays 
« he) Iam thine, to all intents and pur- 
« poſes; do with me as ſeemeth good in 
te thy fight. If thou wilt be pleas d to em- 
« ploy ſo mean an inſtrument in ſo great a 
« work, I heartily embrace it, as knowi 
te that I am not mine own, but thine. H 
te thou a delign to favour the world with 
© the knowledge of Chriſt, and him cruci- 
7 fied, and to 2 A Lament rhe 
my of thy will, as diſplay d in the 
q ITY ed Wet And wik thou im- 
« part to them thoſe glad FUSE which 
« the angels deſire to look into and admire, 
te and that by 2 ſo. une qual to this 
« work, as well as unworthy of it? this 
« is the beſt employment, as it is an ex 
« dient, to advance thy glory, and ſignify 
« the conſtraints which the love of Chriſt 
“ has laid me under, to expreſs my love to 
e him, and regard to his honour and inte- 
« reſt : Here am 1, 14 4 me. 

4. He conſiders the difficulty of the work 
of the miniſtry, and the many diſcourage- 
ments he is like to meet with, as well as the 
advantages he hopes to receive in the diſ- 
charge of his duty; what encouragement. 
he may expect from God, and what ill treat- 
ment from men. He ſets before himſelf 


3 the 
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the bright and dark fide of the cloud, the 
evil and the good; and that which deter- 
mines him in this marter, is a ſenſe of duty; 
and therefore whatever difficulties or diſ- 
couragements lie in his way, he, having gi- 
venup himſelf to God, deſires to approve him- 
ſelf to him, as one on whom necęſſity is laid, 
and ſuch inducements offer'd, that it would be 
the higheſt ingratitude and rebellion ſhould 
he refuſe, to preach the goſpel'. Does he 
foreſee the great oppoſition that he is like 
to meet with, particularly, from thoſe who 
cannot endure found doctrine, as well as 
from others, to whom he is like to become 
an enemy, for telling them the truth, or 
give diſguſt by faithful reproofs ? Is he ap- 
prehenſive of the enmity there is in the nature 
of man to practical godlineſs, which it is his 
buſineſstoendeavour to promote? this tempts 
him to ſay with Moſes, Send by the hand of 
him whom thou wilt ſend ®; q. d. thou art 
never at a loſs for inſtruments to employ in 
this work; let ſome others engage in it who 
are better qualified for it : But, in anſwer 
thereunto, he conſiders the many promiſes 
of aſſiſtance, whereby he ſhall be enabled to 
ſurmount all difficulties, and find accep- 
tance, how mean ſoever his. performances 
may be, if proceeding from a ſincere deſire 
to bring glory to God's name : He takes 
encouragement from what our Saviour ſays, 


l 1 Cor. ix. 16. : _ Exod, iy, 13. , 
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Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world, and depends upon the ac- 
compliſhment of that promiſe, As thy days, 
fo ſhall thy ſtrength be* And as the work is 
God's, ſo he truſts that he will own and 
ſucceed him in it, carry him through it, 


s by the many weakneſſes and failings _ 


which he may be guilty. of, and deal with 
him as with thoſe to whom he will fay, 
Well done, good and faithful ſervants ?, 

5. They who may be ſtiled, Surning and 
ſhining lights, muſt have thoſe qualifications 
that are neceſſary for the great work they 
are engaged in, without which it is impoſſi- 
ble that they ſhould impart to others the 


| knowledge of divine truth in a right way. 
We ſhall not here conſider thoſe qualifica- 


tions that are ornamental and leſs neceſſary, 
or which are adapted to pleaſe, rather than 
profit ; ſo that perſons may be ſound in the 
faith, and their miniſtry have a tendency 
to do good, and far from being liable to 
contempt, who are, nevertheleſs, deſticute 
of them. And as to the degree of a perſon's 
fitneſs for this work, it is certain, that they 
who excel many others, muſt be ſuppoſed, 
as the apoſtle ſpeaks, to know but in part, 
and to propheſy in part * ; and all have rea- 
ſon to ſay, Who is ſufficient for theſe things *? 
But yet theſe may be tiled, notwithſtanding, 


n Matt, Xviii. 20. o Deut. xxxiii. 26. Y Matt. 
XXV. 23. 2 I Cor. xiii. 9. 2 Cor. ü. 16. 
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burning and ſhining lights, and made very 
uſeful to lead men into the knowledge of 
divine things. And, in order hereunto, it 
is neceſſary, | 3 
(I.) That they be ſufficiently inſtructed 


|, otherwiſe it is wp on for them 
rightly to divide the word of truth ©, and to Rx 
convince the gatnſayers *, which the apoſtle ix 


work; therefore they ought to be like the 
ſeribe our Saviour ſpeaks of, which is in- 
firufted unto re kingdom of heaven, and tobe ix 
able, out of their #reaſures, to bring forth i 
things new and old. This knowledge can- 
not be attained without ſearching the ſcrip- 
| tures, making them our conſtant ſtudy, and 


tain'd therein; otherwiſe they may call that a 
doctrine founded on ſcripture, which is con- 
trary to it, and lead people out of the way, 
inſtead of giving _— to them. This is a a 
work of great difficulty; and, in order to 
eur proceeding ſucceſsfully herein, we muſt 
conſider ſome general rules, by which the 
ſenſe we give of ſcripture, and the doctrines 
we deduce from thence, muft be tried, 
namely, that they be agreeable to the divine 
perfections, and the analogy of faith, and 
alſo tend to promote practical godlineſs. 
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themſelves in the great doctrines of the goſ- 3 


aſſigns, as qualifications neceſſary for this 


endeavouring to know the mind of God con-„ 
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16. Every doctrine ought to be agreeable 
to the divine perfections; therefore that 
which tends to caſt a reproach either on the 
eſſential glory of God, or the perſonal glory of 
the Father, Son, and Spirit, is altogether diſ- 
agreeable to ſcripture; the great deſign where- 
of is to ſet forth theſe perfections. Moreover, 
every doctrine that tends to diſparage the 
grace of God, as though it were not free 
and ſovereign, nor the whole of our ſalva- 
tion to be. aſcribed to it; of the purpoſe of 
God, as though it were mutable, and de- 
pended on the will of man, in order to its 
being executed; or his power, as though it 


were to be controuled, reſiſted, or render'd 


ineffectual, by the obſtinacy and rebellion 
of men, as though the providence of God 
had nothing to do with it, or he had 
given us powers and faculties, which he 
could not, or would not govern; ſuch 
doctrines as theſe are not agreeable to the 
divine perfections, and therefore muſt not 
be ſuppoſed to contain a true ſenſe of ſcrip- 
ture. | 

2. Thoſe doctrines are not founded on 
ſcripture that are contrary to the analogy of 
faith. For the underſtanding of what we in- 
tend hereby, it is to be ſuppoſed that no 
one, who is called ro inſtru others, is 
chargeable himſelf wich ſcepticiſm, or at a 
loſs ro determine what is the mind and will 


of God, as though he knew not where to 


ſer his foot, or heſitated about thoſe great 
* and 
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mentioned occaſionally in ſcripture, but are 


man is guilty before God, and that this 


doctrines, or explain all others conſiſtently | 


and important doctrines, which ate not 


2 reveal'd therein, and are to be found 
almoſt in every part of it; ſo that we muſt 
recede from the known and generally re- 
ceived ſenſe of words if we deny them. Theſe 
doQrines we are ſuppoſed to believe; and 
therefore whatever ſenſe of ſcripture, is not | 
agrecable thereunto, has a tendency 'to ſap | 
the foundation of our faith, which we muſt 
either lay aſide, and that we cannot eafily 

do, becauſe of ſcripture-evidence ; or elſe 
we muſt explain every other dofrine we 
embrace in confiſtency therewith. Thus if 
we can prove, by undeniable arguments, that 


n 


guilt cannot be removed but by an atonement 
made for It ; and that this atonement was 
really made by the obedience and death f 
Chriſt, and that our juſtification and right 
to eternal life is founded upon it: What- 
ever doctrine tends to ſubvert this, is con- 
trary to the analogy of faith. 1 

If it be objected, that that which is agree- 
able to my faith is not a ſtandard to that of 
others, I will not deny this: But that which 
is fo, is a rule by which I proceed in judg- 
ing of the truth of doctrines, and conſe- 
quently in giving the ſenſe of thoſe ſcriptures 
that are ſuppos d to maintain them; ſo that 
perſons muſt either wholly lay aſide theſe 


wich them. And to this we may add, 
1 | 2 75 That 


the Reverend Mr. Hugrion. 27 
zur. That whatever ſenſe we give of 
8 ſcripture, muſt have a tendency. to promote 
practical godlineſs. Therefore no doctrine is 
d ¶ tobereckon'dtrue that leads to licentiouſneſs, 
t nor is any inference deduced from it juſt that 
bas a tendency thereunto; and conſequent! 
e the neceſſity of holineſs, its connection witl 
d falvation, and the obligarions which all are 
under to the performance of every duty 
1 which God commands, by faith, which de- 
JT rives ſtrength from Chriſt, in hope of ob- 
7 aining che end hereof, even. the ſalvation 
of our ſouls, are to be inſiſted on, and all 
1 ſeripture explain d agreeably thereunto; or 
elſe a perſon muſt be ſuppoſed to be deſtitute 
t of chat light which will qualify him to lead 
others into the knowledge of divine things. 
in (2) In communicating thoſe truths to 
others, which are deduced from, and con- 
f J cained in ſcripture, they, who have a right 
= to the character we are conſidering, muſt 
f cndeavour, to the utmoſt of their ability, 
to declare the whole counſel of God: This 
che apoſtle ſays he had not ſhunned to do”, and 
„ chat he had kept back nothing that was profitable 
4 to the church of God . There are ſome 
* Wpcrions who appear to deliver nothing that 
¶ can bedirectly charged as contrary tothe rule 
Jof faith, who yer neglect, or at leaſt are 
very ſparing, in declaring ſome important 
ſruths. It is poſſible to entertain an au- 
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dience for an hour with ſuch a diſcourſe, | 
that they, who are either friends or enemies 
to the goſpel, might deliver, without any 
inconſiſtency with their own ſcheme of i 
doctrine. It cannot be ſaid that it is not 
truth: but yet it may juſtly be ſaid that it is 
not the whole truth that ought to be deli- 
ver'd. ; 
If we inculcate the neceſſity of our pra- 
ctiſing thoſe moral virtues that are founded 
in the law of nature, and neceſſary in the 
conduct of our lives; or our obligation to 
abſtain from thoſe immoralities, which are 
a reproach to thoſe rational faculties, with 
which we are endowed ; theſe things are, 

doubtleſs; neceſſary to be infiſted on: Never- 
theleſs, we ought not, at the ſame time, 
to forget that there are other truths which 
are more immediately founded in divine re- | 
yelation, and many duties which we owe | 
to God as Chriſtians, (which may be called | 
Chriſtian virtues, as contradiſtinguiſned 
from thoſe which are ſtiled moral) ſo, as to 
paſs them over, as though they were truths | 
of no great importance, or unneceſſary to 
be known and obſerved, in order to our 
falvation. Is the Perſon and glory of Chriſt | 
to be eſteem'd a needleſs ſubject? or his 
righteouſneſs, which is the foundation of 
our hope of juſtification and right to eter- | 
nal life, to be treated as though it were no 
other than an empty ſpeculation, or a con- 
troverſy, which has only a tendency to a- 
8 5 mul? 
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muſe the world, and ſet men at variance 
with one another ; which ſuggeſtion is a 
great engine that the enemy of ſouls makes 
uſe of to fill the minds of men with preju- 
dices againſt it, and a temptation to ſome 
to forbear to inſiſt on this, and many other 
doctrines of the like importance. Is the 
life of faith, whereby we are to depend on 
Chriſt for all things, as well as give him 
that glory that is due to his name; or the 
doctrine of regeneration and converſion by 
the power of the — Ghoſt, to be treated 
as matters leſs neceſſary to be known by 
Chriſtians? Tis well if ſome perſons, by 
ſhuning to declare theſe and other doctrines, 
which contain the very ſum and ſubſtance 
of the goſpel, (though it may be they can- 
not be ſaid directly to deny them) do not 
hereby give occaſion to thoſe who don't di- 
ligently ſearch the ſcriptures, to diſbelieve 
them, and thereby to depreciate divine re- 
velation, or diveſt it of that which is its 
greateſt beauty and glory. Thus concern- 
ing thoſe qualifications that are neceſſary 
to denominate perſons burning and ſhining 
lights, which reſpect their being endowed 
with the knowledge of ſcripture-doctrines, 
and their faithfulneſs in delivering them. 
We proceed to conſider, * 
3. That they who are duly qualified for 
this work, muſt have a zeal for the glory of 
God, and compaſſion to the ſouls of men. 


(1.) Zeal 
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(1.) Zeal for the glory of God: That this 


may appear to be of a right kind, it ought 
to be temper'd with humility ; and muſt 
not only be a zeal according to knowledge, 
but diſengaged from thoſe exorbitant paſ- 
ſions, whereby ſometimes, under a pretence 
of exerciſing this grace, many diſcover their 
own corruptions, and pretend that the glo- 
of God is an inducement hereunto ; 
when it is to be fear'd there is too great a 
mixture of private reſentment, or unwar- 
rantable prejudice, which very much ſullies, 
debaſes, and caſts reproach on this excel- 
lent endowment. As lukewarmneſs on the 
one hand, or an indifferency, with reſpect 
ta the important truths of the goſpel, or 
their being receiv'd or rejected, is a degree 
of unfaithfulneſs ro Chriſt's intereſt, or at 
leaſt, diſcovers that we haye it not much at 
heart: So. zeal, when it degenerates into 
rage and fury, and gives ground to conclude 
that. there is a hatred to the perſon againſt 
whom it is exerciſed, is far from being can- 
tained in this qualification, which is neceſ- 
fary for the work of the miniſtry ; therefore, 
together with this there ought ro be, 
(2) A great degree of compaſſion to the 
| ſouls of men, whoſe ſpiritual and eternal 
welfare is principally defigned ; who are to 
be confider'd as perſons who will be either 
help'd or hinder'd in their way heavenward, 
as we are faithful or negligent in thoſe du- 
ties which we owe to them; we are to look 
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upon them as ſtanding in need of admoni- 
tion and inſtruction, if ignorant and out of 
the way; or encouragement, if diſpos'd to 
aſſent to, or embrace the goſpel : The worth 
of fouls, and the conſequence of their ad- 
hering to it, ſhould be an inducement to 
thoſe who engage in this work ro expreſs 
that love to them, which will diſcover it 
ſelf by their being earneſtly ſolſeitous to pro- 
mote their higheſt welfare. And the preva- 
lency of corruption, whereby men are prone 
to reje& the means of grace, and th 
contract guilt, and expoſe chemſelves ts 
everlaſting ruin, calls for the greateſt degree 
of compaſſion, and the moſt affectionate ad- 
dreſs to them, ariſing from an inward ſen- 
fation of the mifery which they bring on 
themſelves, which will, if deſtitute of che 
grace of God, be the end of thoſe who re- 
_ in a ſtate of impenitency and unbe- 
ief. | 
This is to preach the truth in love, as 
as to ſhine with a becoming luſtre; and to 
ſhew a due concern for thoſe whom we look 
upon as objects of pity ; becauſe going in 
the broad way to deſtruction. If finners 
are willing vaſſals to Satan, ferving divers 
Jluſts and pleaſures, and bringing down on 
themſelves ſwift deſtruction, and yet eon- 
cluding that they are ſafe and happy; trea- 
ſur ing up to themſelves wrath againſt che day 
of wrath, and at the ſame time perſwade 
themſelves that the biturneſe of death is 
paſt $ < 
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| paſt; ſuch are doubtleſs objects of compa. 
fion; and they who are called to deal 
with them, are not duly qualified for this 
Work, unleſs they ſympathize with them, as 
defirous to fave them with fear, plucking N 
them out of the burning; beſeeching them, 
as perſons in the utmoſt danger, to believe 
in Chriſt, to the ſaving of the ſoul; and to 
know the things that concern their everlaſt- 
ing peace and welfare. 
| Thus concerning the character and quali- 
fications of thoſe who are ſtyl'd burning and 
ſhining lights in our text. 

We«ſhall now proceed to conſider the iſſue 
and event of the exerciſe of their miniſtry, as 
favour'd with, or deny d ſucceſs; and their uſe- 
fulneſs as only continued for a ſeaſon. There 
is a good hand of providence ſeen in God's 
beſtowing thoſe qualifications before men- 
tion'd, on ſuch whom he defigns for emi- . 
nent ſervice; and the event and conſe- 
quence hereof is alſo order d by him. As 
he beſtows thoſe gifts which are neceſſary 
for the faithful diſcharge of this work, {off 
he ſuits their miniſtry to the circumſtanceſi 
and tempers of thoſe to whom he ſenu}. 
them; and together with other gifts, he con- 
fers, or withholds, that which is neceflary 
to the ſucceſs hereof ; namely, the gift of, 
acceptation, which is a ſuperadded bleſſiug 
encouraging to them, as well as \ub{-rvic: 1 : 
to the good of thoſe with whox: ©icy a 
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ed; ſome are continued many years in 2 
capacity of ſervice, as ſome of the prophets 
formerly were” ; while others, like John, 
are called off the ſtage in a few months: 
This is order'd by a wiſe and ſovereign pro- 
© vidence. And when God has done the work 
Ihe defign'd to do by them, he gives them a 
diſcharge from it; and chen their courſe is 
I finiſh'd'; and the light which he had ſet up 
extinguiſh'd, as to what concerns this world, 
or are Aicher received to a better; where 
their miniſtry, as exerciſed in this, is not 
needed; and they, with the bleſſed Inhabi- 
IJ cans thereof, partake of thoſe glories which 
J Chriſt has prepar'd for his faichful ſervants 
and followers. 
= As for what was before obſerv'd concern- 
Ying the ſucceſs of Jobn's miniſtry, being 
Fabated before it was at an end; which is the 


As principal ſenſe of their being willing to re- 
ice in hrs light but for a ſeaſon ; We may 

{oÞ 
Ces ! Iſaiah propheſy'd above 62 Years, ſuppoſing him to have 
mT call'd,to that office in the laſt year of king Uzziab, and 
Wo have continued in it, as is generally receiv 'd, till the reign 


r Manaſſeh , which makes that number of years, as appears dy 
omparing Iſa. 1. 1. and Chap. vi. 1. with 2 Kings xv. 2. Chap. 
iz. and Chap, xviii. 2. And Heſea propheſy'd, as molt ſuppoſe, 

onger than this; for he was coll'd to his office i in the reign of 
7 roboam, i 4 years or more beforeUzziab began to reign, 2 Kings 
div. 23. compared with Chap. xv. 1. and he propheſy d, du- 
ing the reigns of Fotbam, Abax and Hezekiab, as Iſaiah did; 
o that nel ſuppoſe that he continued i in his work 70 yeats or 
ore. | 


E. | infer 


The ſeaſon of a miniſter's uſefulneſs, as 
well as continuance in this world, is limit- 


. 


and we are to learn from hence, that Golf 
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infer the fickleneſs and uncertainty of the] 
tempers of men: A perſon may be highly N 
eſteem'd and careſs'd at one time, and hi 


eſteem run very low in the opinion of the 


world at another, when, it may be, hi 
gifts are the ſame as before there may beg 
no change in him, though there may in the 
tempers and ſentiment; of men concerning 
him: And we often find, that where God 
is pleas'd to deny a miniſter ſucceſs, which 
he ſometimes does, in a judicial way, fo 
his own fins, or thoſe of them to whom he 
miniſters, his generally weakens his intereli 


in their eſteem, though his qualification 


may not be in the leaſt abated : But thel 
are ſome of the hidden myſteries of provi 
dence, which cannot eafily be accounteii 
for, though they are to be ſubmitted to 


is the | ord, and ſovereign Diſpoſer of al 
our uſefulneſs, and does with, and by hif 
people as ſeemeth good in his fight 
Which leads us to conſider, | 


1 
b 
III. How the words may be applied . 
the preſent melancholy occaſion. of off! 
meeting together. I would not be though 
to run a parallel between what has been ob 
ſerved concerning John the Baptiſt, anWa 
your deceaſed paſtor, in many things th 
have been ſuggeſted concerning him, as 
greeable to the ſcope and deſign of the wordt 
inſiſted on; yet I am obliged to do * [ 
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to the memory of him, whoſe labours you 
have lately been deprived of, (and am per- 
ſwaded that you will readily concur with 
me herein) in applying that part of Fohr's 
character to him, who deſerv'd it in as great 
a degree as moſt of the miniſters in our day, 
viz. that he was a burning and a ſhining hight. 
To fay that he was, but is no more, 1s very 
afflictive to thoſe that underſtood his real 
worth, and it gives us occaſion to reflect on 
che vanity of human acquirements, abſtract- 
Jed from their ſubſerviency to thoſe impreſ- 
rei ons of uſefulneſs, which they leave behind 
chem when we are deprived of them; and 
chis cannot but make thoſe, who are the 
more immediate ſubjects of ſuch an afflictive 
BY providence, conſider the very great loſs they 
have ſuſtained, which is your caſe at this 
Jo time ; and not your's only, but, I may fay, 
Neis ſuch in which other churches bear a 
very conſiderable ſhare, as, in ſome meaſure, 
Ji affects the intereſt of Chriſt in gene- 
ral. When it pleaſes God to take away 
from churches, miniſters that have obtain'd 
J mercy to be faithful, it ought to be laid to 
Iheart by all, as a very afflictive ſtroke. 
lt will be expected that I ſhould give ſome 
account of Mr. Hurrion, both as a miniſter 
and a Chriſtian. He died in the fifty ſixth 
year of his age, having been engaged in the 
work of the miniſtry, and particularly in 
that of a paſtor for thirty fix years, of which 


the greateſt part were employ d in miniſtring 
| E 2 to 


> 


36 A SERMON on the Death of 
to a church in the country *, which he found 
in a low and declining condition, but, thro' 
the bleſſing of God attending his labours, 
they were broughr into a very flouriſhing 
eſtate, and many of them were ſeals which 
God was pleaſed to give to his faithfulneſs Þ 
in the work he was engaged in amongſt Þ 
them: His great abilities gain'd him alſo a 
very large ſhare in the affections and eſteem i 
of ſeveral other churches in that and the 
neighbouring county. I need not ſay that 
his furniture for the miniſtry was very con- 
ſiderable, for that was viſible to all that at- 
tended on it: But ſhall only take notice, 
that, ſome years before he came to London, 
he very much affected a recluſe and ſeden- 
tary life, in which he ſhut up himſelf from 
the world, unleſs, when he appeared in pub- 
lick, on the Lord's days; and hardly con- 
vers d with his own family, excepting in 
what reſpects the neceſſary duties belonging 
to it; but addicted himſelf to cloſe ſtudy, by 
which means he gain'd a great ſtock of know- 
ledge, tho' hereby he prejudiced his health, 
the declining ſtate whereof ſoon appearedatter 
this, and, for want of due exerciſe, ſub- 
jected himſelf to a confluence of humours,Þ 
which afterwards made him a burden to 
himſelf. THY 

If we conſider him as a Chriſtian, he 
walk'd cloſely with God, and, for ſome 


? At Denton in Norfolk, | 


time, 
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time, kept a diary of what paſs'd between 
God and his own ſoul, and recorded ſome 
remarkable occurrences of providence, as 
matter of thankſgiving, humiliation, and 
prayer: If we conſider him in a relative 
capacity, he fill'd up every relation with 
its reſpective duties, and endeavour'd, to 
his utmoſt, to promote religion in his fa- 
mily, as well as by his miniſtry in the 
world. 1811 | 
Some have been ready to conclude, that 
his coming to London, eſpecially conſidering 
his uſefulneſs in the place, where he was 
ſituate, was one of the moſt unadviſed 
ſteps he took in the conduct of his life; 
But this I am defired ſo far to exculpate 
him from, as to let the world know that 
it was done with the greateſt deliberation. 
And it appears, from the diary which he 
left behind him, as above mentioned, that 
he kept between twenty and thirty private 
faſts to ſeek direction from God concerning 
this matter, before he determined to do it: 
And that which ſeem'd to influence him 
hereunto, was the hope which he had that 
his miniſtry, being employ'd in a different 
part of the world, a new ſcene of uſefulneis 
might be opened; and, being called to 


ſucceed one who had been eminently uſe- 


ful in that ſtation, caſt himſelf on the 


providence of God, earneſtly defiring that 


he might be made ſo; and eſpecially ap- 
prehending that it might conduce to the peace 
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and welfare of thoſe that called him, and 
the preventing a breach which they fear'd 
would enſue, if he refuſed to comply. This 
was the principal thing that determined 
him ; and how far this end has been an- 
fwer'd, you are the beſt judges who were his 
immediate care. Tory 

It is upwards of /ever years ſince he came 
to this city ; his infirm conſtitution render'd 
him very unfit for the conſtant diſcharge of 
his miniſterial work ; but that was a grief 
and an affliction to him, not a crime. | 

As to whar concerns his publick perfor- 
mances, you cannot but be ſenſible that his 
doctrine was agreeable to the truth of the 
goſpel; he endeavour'd in the whole courſe 
of his miniſtry to magnify the bleſſed 
Jeſus ; ſo that he determined, with the apo- 
ſtle, to know nothing among you, ſave Feſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified *. His doctrine 
was uncorrupt, and ſelf-conſiſtent ; he did 
not with one hand pluck down what he 
built up with the other; and he inſiſted on 
the great truths of the goſpel, not only with 
clearneſs, or without ambiguity 'of words, 
but with judgment. His ſtyle was maſcu- 
line, his words well puc together; and as to 
the conſequence of his miniſtry, he led you, 
and others, to whom he preached, into the 
knowledge of the great and deep things of 
God. When he inſiſted on practical mat- 


® x Cor. ii. 2. 
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ters, it was with the greateſt plainneſs and 
addreſs to the conſciences of men, in re- 


commending experimental truths. When he 
endeavour'd to eſtabliſh his hearers in the 


great doctrines of the goſpel, on which our 4 
faith and hope is built, (which he did not 


do occaſionally, but made them the principal - 
ſubje& of his miniſtry) he did it with the 
greateſt ſtrength of argument; and he bent 
his mind moſtly to confirm the faith of his 
hearers, in that which we may call, with the 
apoſtle, The preſent truth, and had a tendency 
to convince gainſayers. This we have had 
a ſufficient ecimen of, in what he has al- 
ready publiſhed, and ſome other diſcourſes, 
which he left behind him, will, as it is to 
be hoped, ſoon appear in print ; particu- 


larly thoſe in which he defended the Deity, 


Perſonality, and work of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which were ſome of his laſt performances; 
and he occaſionally expreſs'd a deſire to live 
no longer than till he had finiſh'd them; and 
to this he deſigned to have added the publi- 
cation of ſome other diſcourſes concernin 
the reign of fin and grace, and the obliga- 
tions that we are under to practical religion 
from the abounding of the grace of God. 
His afflictions, which were his daily mo- 
nitors, that made him thoughtful about his 
great change, ſeem'd to have had a good 
effect upon him: He would ſometimes com- 


* 2 Pes. i. 12. 
pare 
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pare himſelf to a ſhip that had paſſed 
through many ſtorms and tempeſts, but 
was now drawing near to its defired haven, 
When he was in the more immediate proſ- 
pect of death, he often expreſs'd his entire 
teſignation to the will of God, and compo- 
ſure of mind, in the view which he had of 
that awful change, without expreſſing the 
leaſt murmuring or repining thought, con- 
cluding that God knew what was beſt for 
him. The frame of his ſpirit was even and 
compoſed, not lifted up in an extraordinary 
manner, wita tranſport and raptures of joy 
on the one hand; nor, on the other, caſt, 
down, or ſinking under the burthen and 
weight of fear and dejection of ſpirit. There 
is one thing I cannot but remark, which he 
defired ſhould be communicated to the world, 
that he died in the firm perſwaſion and be- 
lief of thoſe great doctrines which he had 
preached, and maintained, without the leaſt 
Pelitation or ſtaggering, and that he found 
more ſweetneſs and comfort in them, in his 
laſt ſickneſs, than ever he had done before. 
Theſe were the guide, rule, and ſupport of 
his faith in life; and it pleaſed God, by 
them, to ſend him great relief in death; 
upon theſe accounts it is that I cannot think 
my ſelf chargeable with injuſtice to his 
character, or exceſs therein, when I ſtile 
him a burning and ſhining light. 

When it pleaſed God. to bring him to 
this city, we hoped, that ſince he was ſo 
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well qualified for that important truſt, 
which was * him, that he would 
have cofitinued an happy inſtrument in 
God's hand for the ep up of this 


church, as it before had a faithful paſtor, 
who, for many years, labour'd with great 
ſutceſs, and extenſive uſefulneſs: But it 
pleaſed the all- wiſe God, who is the fo- 
veteign Piſpoſer of all things, to order ir 
otherwiſe. I doubt not but you rejoiced in 
his light; but it was certainly, in this reſpect; 
but for a ſhort ſeaſon. As to his zeal for 
the glory of God, that was vety remarkable, 
and it had in it a becoming mixture of pru- 
dence; the intereſt and glory of Chriſt lay 
heareſt His Heart; and you are his witneſſes, 
that he did nor ſhut ro declare the whole 


| covtifeF of God: therefore we may well 
N Tconclbde concerning him, that he had Ob- 


tained mercy from God to be faithful. 
Now fince it has pleaſed the great God, 


| who gives no account of his matters to any 


one, to order it ſo, chat you ſhould be as 
theep, having no ſhepherd, let me firſt offer 
a few words of advice to yu; aud then 
ſomething to choſe who are more imme- 
diately concern d in this great loſs. 

As to what refpe&s this church, which 
has paſs d through various changes of pro- 
vidence, having ſometimes been toſs'd as 
with a tempeſt, and not comforted; at other 
times rejoicing in thoſe great things which 
Soc has done for it, Ig they „ 

m_ or 3 
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for; I can reckon this no other than a time 
of moutning, agreeable to a ſtate of widow- 
hood ; and the effe& that it ought to have 
upon you, ſhould be to give occaſion to great 
ſearchings of heart ; whether you have im- 
prov'd the miniſterial labours of your late wor- 
thy paſtor, as you ought to have done? whe- 
ther thoſe great and important truths, which 
he has often inſiſted on, on which the faith, 
the hope, the joy, and ſafety of believers, is 
founded, have made a deep impreſſion on 
your ſpirits; ſo that you have ſeen the beau- 
ty and glory of the goſpel, and admired the 
divine perfections, as ſhining forth therein? Þ 
and whether you have been diſpoſed practi- 

cally to improve them to the glory of God, 
and your own ſpiritual advantage? Can 


you ſay that you are the om of the Holy 


Ghoſt, ſeen and read of all men? Have 
they, whoſe miniſtry you have enjoy'd, 
either for a longer or ſhorter ſpace of time, 
come to you in the fulneſs of the blefling of 
the goſpel of Chriſt ? Do you retain the ſa- 
your and impreſſive influences thereof upon 
your ſpirits, whereby their memory remains 
precious to you? Have you entertain'd thoſe 
admonitions and reproofs, which have been 
juſt, with ſuch tenderneſs of heart, as that 
fin has hereby been render'd more odious, 
and you fill'd with ſhame and confuſion of 
face for it ? Have you trembled. when the 
wrath of God has been preſented to your 
view ; and has the power of his anger, 

| which 
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which is equal to his fear, induced you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Have the 
motives taken from the love of Chriſt to 

riſhing ſinners, been effectual to perſwade 
you to cloſe with, and give up your ſelves 
entirely to him; and the promiſes of the 
goſpel been received with the greateſt thank- 
fulneſs, and improv'd to eſtabliſh your con- 
ſolation in Chriſt? When you have been 
preſs'd to perform the duties incumbent on 
you, and to exerciſe thoſe graces which are 
neceſſary thereunto; have you, thro' the bleſ- 
ſing of God attending ſuch perſwafive argu- 
ments, been enabled, with the greateſt readi. 


' neſs, to yield your ſelves to God, and to 


have reſpect unto all his commandments? 
Let me farther put you upon enquiring 

whether you make advances in grace, or de- 
cline and go backward in your Chriſtian 
courſe? I hope there are many among you, 
like fruitful trees, which have been planted 
in a ſoil well adapted thereunto. Some, it 
may be, have too much reaſon to complain 
of their barrenneſs, their leanneſs and un- 
profitableneſs under the means of grace, 
which is a complaint almoſt univerſal in our 
day. Whether the great God may nor, for 
this, take away faithful miniſters from us, we 
know not ; but whatever may have an imme- 
diate tendency to draw forth the divine diſ- 
13 herein, there is certainly ground for 

umiliation, and a due ſenſe of ſin, which 


ſuch afflictive providences loudly call for. 
F 2 And 
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And let me farther add, that fince the re- 
ſidue of the Spirit is with God, (who has 


and never left you deſtitute of the labours of 
thoſe who have, either ſtatedly or occa- 
finally, been helpers of your faith and joy in 
Chriſt,) he can direct you to another; there- 
fore be importunate with him, who isthe God 
of the ſpirits of all fleſh, that he would raiſe 
vp and point out to you a man that may go 
out and in before you, that may feed you with 
knowledge and underſtanding; that the Lord 
of the harveſt would, by the good ſteps of hi: 
providence, go before you in this great and 
important affair, and ſhew you the man 
whom he ſhall chooſe, and ſend amongſt 
ou, as a publick bleſſing, whereby this 
SL may be made up, to his glory, and 
your great edification. 98 of 
And let me entreat you, that you would 
ſtedfaſtly adhere to the doctrines of the 
goſpel, rhoſe doctrines that, for many years 
aſt, you have been train'd yp in the know- 
dge of; depart not from that /implicity 
that is in Chriſt, We live in an age in 
which many perſons are inclin'd to give up 
thoſe truths which our fore-tathersearneſtly 
contended for, and loyed heyond their lives. 
God grant that you may have the ſame Spi- 
rit, that you may. exerciſe an equal degree 
of zeal for, and love ta the truth, as it is 
in Jeſus; and then you may encaurage 
your ſelyes to hope, that Gpd will, in his 
; | Own 


bleſs d you with a ſucceſſion of faithful paſtors, 


| 


the Reverend Mr. Hurr ion. 44 


own time, make your way plain before your 
faces, | | 
I ſhall now more immediately addreſs 
my ſelf to thoſe who were related in the 
bohds of nature, and cannot but more ſenſi- 
bly feel the weight of this afffictive provi- 
dence. The widow and fatherleſs are ex- 
preſſions uſed, in ſcripture, to denote a 
ate of life, that is, for the moſt part, de- 
ſtitute of its beſt enjoyments; nevertheleſs, 
it has ſome great and precious promiſes to 
encourage the faith of thoſe who ſeek that 
in God, which they have loſt in the crea- 
d W ture. Permit me to recommend to you, 
n WK who was one with himſelf, the partner of 
t his joys and cares, and, I truſt, the Helper 
is Jof his faich, a due improvement of thoſe 
d Wbleffings which you enjoy'd in ſuch a rela- 

tion: And JI cannot but remind you of the 
d great favour which God confer'd on you, 
in your deſcent from a family which ex- 
rs preſs'd the greateſt love to and eſteem for 
the goſpel of Chriſt, and, in the moſt peri- 
fy bous times, afforded a conſtant ſhelter to 
in choſe who preach'd it; and, as a farther 
ip evidence hereof, had the greateſt ſatiſ- 
ly faction in adding two miniſters to it; one 
s. Hof which has, for many years, been uſeful 
1- Fin a part of Chriſt's vineyard * ; the other is 
es now removed from this church and you. 


8 U. The — * Mr. Thomas Wickes, paſtor of a church in 
his Nee Sed 
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That your love to and concern for the mi- 
niſtry may be conſtantly maintained, you 
need look no farther than the two branches 
of your family, which your deceaſed huf. 
band had the pleaſure to ſee engaged in that 
work, with promiſing hope of great uſe- 
fulneſs therein. And it is evident, that he 
deſigned, at the ſame time, to expreſs that 
great love which he bore to you, and the 
ſenſe he had of that affection in you, which 
the bonds of nature would ſuggeſt, by put- 
ting them into a ſtate of dependence on your 
juſtice and goodneſs ; and left the world 
with this fatisfaftion, that he might confide 
in you, as the guardian of his love to them, 
and the promoter of their future happineſs: 
And as they have not been chargeable with 
any known defect of duty to you, and their 
deceaſed parent, I am perſwaded that a re- 
ligious ſenſe of your obligation, to endea- 
vour to make their lives comfortable, as mi- 
niſters and children, will not only be thought 
agreeable to the relation in which you ſtand 
to them; but that you will eſteem it the 
higheſt inſtance of reſpect that you can ſhew 
ro your deceaſed huſband. May God make 
up this loſs ro you, by honouring your ſons 
with equal qualifications and uſefulneſs with 
their tender father, that, by this means, 
you may be comforted in ſeeing the advan- 
tage which many may gain by their miniſtry; 
and may all grace abound towards you, 


trom him who has promiſed to be a Father 
rc 
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, the fatherleſs, and an Huſband to the 
"| widow, in his holy habitation. - . 

I ſhall now conclude with a few words 
„Jo you, who are deprived of a father, that 
”” was glad of the occaſion providence offer'd 
2 to him, to dedicate you to his ſervice 


he in chat important work, in which he had 
nat che ſatisfaction to ſee you engaged. Let 
be me earneſtly intreat you to be follqwers of 
ch bim, as he was of the Lord; and to conſider, 
that it is not a ſmall privilege to have had 
ſuch a pattern before, you. May God give 
a Nou a double portion of his Spirit, that you 
- 1, may have an experimental taſte of chat grace 
m. {which you recommend to others, and be 
kept ſtedfaſt in that faith which was once 
delivered to the ſaints, being filled with a 
great concern for the Redeemer's glory and 
intereſt, and ſpirited more and more for his 
ſervice, and then you may hope that you 
ſhall be greatly ſucceeded and encouraged 


** in the work, how difficult ſoever it may ap- 
a Pear to be: Labour after greater qualifica- 
the ions for it, by cloſe application to the 
den dy of the holy. ſcriptures, and fervent 
akerayer, that you may make advances in the 


owledge of thoſe doctrines, whereby you 
ay be farther able to inſtruct others; and 
hat you may recommend the ways of God. 
y a converſation becoming the goſpel, that 
ſo your deceaſed parent may, as it were, 
ve in you, and his name and * be 
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kept op by your uſefulgem in ChriR's vine 
yard. This alli, in ſome menſure, make 
Fo che loſs char the intereſt of Chriſt has 


ſuſtained; and you may have # comfortable 


of a bleſſing from God #ecompany: 
ing you; which will tend very much de 
— your ſorrow upon this oceafion; 
great thankfulneſs and 
iſe to God on- your behalf. And now, 
hren, Lcommend yeu to God, and to 


the word of his grace, earneſtly deſiring chat 


vou may approve your ſelves workmen, that 
need not Nd 300 ih alhamed; rightly m— the 
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